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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available 

during the late Sunday morning services.  We also 
have a room where parents can tend to little ones 
while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an usher for 
directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second  to 
dip the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll find a visitor’s 

card in the pew rack that you can fill out and either hand to an usher or 
drop in the offering plate.   
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17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 16, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Lift High the Cross,” Michael Berkardt 

Asking God’s Forgiveness (8:30 only)   
 

Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Our Lord Jesus says, “The harvest is plentiful, the workers few. Therefore ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, great is your goodness, and great is our sin. You give us work 
to do, and we refuse it; talents to use, and we bury them; mercy to share, 
and we hold it for ourselves. We have not been faithful servants; our love 
for you is small. Look on us now in your own great love. For Jesus’ sake, 
forgive us; and restore us by the power of the Holy Spirit to joyful service in 
his name. 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ says, “Feed my sheep.” As a called and ordained 
minister of his Church, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn “Lift High the Cross,” #660 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray.  O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our 
salvation, and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for 
the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, 
and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

A Time for Children Kathy Neumann 

 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Isaiah 50:4-9a 

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know 
how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened 
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to 
those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did 
not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I 
have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he 
who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the 
Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?  

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  

 

From the Book of Psalms  116: 1-4, 7-9 

Cantor sings refrain; all sing refrain 
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 Cantor sings verses; congregation sing verses in bold 

 
 

1I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice, 
  and listened to my | supplication, 
2for the LORD has given | ear to me 
  whenev- | er I called. 
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me; 
  I came to | grief and sorrow. 
4Then I called upon the name | of the LORD: 
  “O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.” Refrain 
 
7Turn again to your rest, | O my soul. 
  for the LORD has dealt | well with you. 
8For you have rescued my | life from death, 
  my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling; 
9I will walk in the presence | of the LORD 
  in the land | of the living. Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter James 3:1-12 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us 
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the 
mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or 
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive 
them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the 
pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
exploits.  
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. 
The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the 
whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by 
hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be 
tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the 
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and 
Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of 
God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and 
sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same 
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opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and 
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Mark 8:27-38 

Gospel Acclamation “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said,” 
#667, stanza 3 

 

Sung once by the cantor; then once by the congregation 

 
When the Gospel is announced: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and 

on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they 
answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of 
the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to 
tell anyone about him. 

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Bridger 
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Stand 

Hymn for Today “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” #311 ,” #592 

Confessing our Faith (8:30 only) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 

Offering our Prayers 
After each portion of the prayers: 

 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you.   

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 

Gathering Gifts “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley,” Hal Hopson 

Stand 

The Gifts are Presented “For the Fruit of All Creation,” 
#679, stanzas 1, 3 

Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace  

You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and good news 
to tell.  Help us embrace our work with joy, and use what we have gathered 
to glorify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
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CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

Preparing our hearts 
 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.   
Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit.  To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Songs 
 

 
 

“In Christ Alone” (Hymn of the month)  

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
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In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
 

Here in the death of Christ I live 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life’s first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand 

 
CCLI Song # 3350395 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. By Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 896529 

 

“I Come with Joy” #482 

Stand 
 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Let us pray.  For the gift of Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for us, 
We thank you, gracious Lord. 
That we leave encouraged to trust you; eager to serve you in our neighbors, 
and awakened to the presence of your saints in unexpected places, 
Hear us, gracious Lord. 
 

https://us.songselect.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Almighty God, Father +Son and Holy Spirit, bless and keep you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Song 
 

“Will You Come and Follow Me,” stanzas 1, 2, 5 #798 

A Mission 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Take Up Your Cross the Savior Spoke,” 
Johann Walther 

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019.  

 

SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Bridger 
Presiding Minister – Pr. Burce 

Assisting Ministers – Anna Kukelhan (8:30); Peggy Schauer (11:00)  
Lectors – Ruth King (8:30); Janice Snyder (11:00) 

Communion Assistants –  Allison Benson, Linda Herhuth, Lee Vysoky (8:30); 
Mike Allan, Nancy Mickan, Janice Snyder (11:00) 

Acolytes – Bryce Neumann (8:30);  
Jason Epperson, Eleanor Schauer (11:00) 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
Messiah Choir (8:30) – Directed by Connie Triplett 

Cantor (8:30) – Claire Connelly 
Deacons – Matt Berghaus, Trish Kvasnicka (8:30);  

Mark Schauer, Bob Trapp (11:00) 
Greeters—Frank & Ellen Petak(8:30);  

Bob & Ann Kreps (11:00) 
Ushers – Adam Castro, Ed Kus, Tim Neumann (8:30);  

Luke Howes, Ariana Laurie, Ken Pillivant (11:00) 
Trustee – Wayne Fronius 

Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Chris Gator 
Nursery – Deanna McLeeson, Sarah McLeeson (11:00) 
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 

+ The Church’s mission to people on the margins 
 

+ Our congregation in its response this fall to God’s generous heart 
 

+ Messiah’s Sunday School and confirmation ministry 
 

+ For a generous spirit in our nation and our communities 
 

+ Children beginning pre-school or kindergarten 
 

+ Clayton Paul Senney baptized this weekend 
 

+ The ill:  Dorothy Juergens, Anita (mother of Heather Laurie), Ralph Janis 
(relative of Waugaman family), Carol Markus, Tom (friend of the Zalac 
family), Beth Zwolsky (daughter of Audrey Ruettger) 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

In memory of June Schultz by her family 
 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Sept. 16—CYPRIAN OF CARTHAGE, d. 258, a bishop and martyr renowned for his 
care of the church under persecution. 
 
Sept. 18—DAG HAMMARSKJOLD, d. 1961, a Swedish diplomat and U.N. General 
Secretary, renowned for the way his faith in Christ shaped and informed his 
public life. 
 
Sept. 20—NELSON WELEY TROUT, d. 1996, the first African American to serve as 
a bishop in the American Lutheran Church, a predecessor of the ELCA.   
 
Sept. 21—ST. MATTHEW, the apostle and evangelist.   
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

